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WASTE PREVENTION

Contact - Melody Tennant:
melodytennant100@gmail.com

This group works on a variety of projects that share a
goal of preventing and reducing the amount of waste
that is produced locally as well as educating the
public about how they can make changes to improve
our environment.

Active projects include:

e Hazardous Waste and More-Collection Day in
Sept./Oct.

e Food Recovery Composting program (free
and open to all Lexington residents)

e Caught Green Handed - an incentive program
for local restaurants to make environmentally
minded choices

e Plastic Pollution Prevention Turtle — an
educational collaboration with Boxerwood
designed to teach local kids and adults about
the impact of plastics.

e Plastic Bag Fee — we are advocating for a fee
in the City of Lexington to reduce the use of
single-use plastic bags.

e Participant in the Rockbridge Waste
Reduction Roundtable

TRAILS & OWNED LAND
Contact: Chris Wise: jwise @wlu.edu

This group works on maintaining and improving the two
Rockbridge Conservation trails. They also advocate for
the Brushy Blue Trail System (a proposed linkage of
trails from the Blue Ridge to Brushy Hills).

Sunnyside Preserve & Trail

e This property is located between Lexington,
Kendal and Boxerwood

e Build and maintain trails on this property

e Designing a trail connection between
Boxerwood and Kendal

¢ Invasive plant control and native plantings

e Organize walks on the property

Uncas Trail

e This trail runs from the bluffs above the Maury
down to the river and its beach

e Received a grant for trail improvements.

e Installed a new entrance drive and parking lot
with directional signage, an informational kiosk,
and a new gate to protect the trail.

e Plan toinstall 2 or 3 benches

e Trail improvements (including trail signage) and
invasive plant management are ongoing
projects.

ENERGY & CLIMATE

Contact: Bob Biersak bob.biersack@gmail.com

This group works on increasing the use of more environmentally friendly energy sources and promotes

residential energy efficiency and reducing energy use.

Recent Issues and Activities include:

e Worked on amendments to the County’s ordinance for siting, design, and revenue sharing with

Commercial Scale solar power facilities

e Working in with the Land Conservation Committee to develop the criteria for consideration for the

ordinance

e Partnering with Solar United Neighbors in Rockbridge on their Ready, Set, Solar! program. Ready,
Set, Solar!is designed as an advisory service for those who are interested in installing solar panels,

rather than a co-op purchasing program.

e Working on a potential solar revolving fund program for local non-profits that want to go solar.




LAND CONSERVATION

Contact Lee Merrill, merrill@rockbridge.net

This group advocates in the public arena on behalf of Rockbridge residents to protect residents’ and
visitors’ ability to enjoy the local environment. Members of this group who are experts in environmental
fields volunteer their time and talent to help our elected officials make informed decisions about a variety of

environmentally related topics.

Recent Issues and Activities include:

Pedestrian and Bike plan, the W&L Strategic Plan regarding protecting Woods Creek and Trail
The Lexington Green Infrastructure Plan, regarding location of bike paths, sidewalks and more
Commercial-scale solar ordinance in Rockbridge County.

Old Growth Forest Dedication: successfully advocated for the inclusion of 1600 acres of the James

River Face Wilderness Area in the Old Growth Forest Network. This is the first such dedicated land

in Rockbridge County.

FRIENDS OF BRUSHY HILLS
an RC affiliate organization

Contact: Alexia Smith friendsofbrushyhills@gmail.com

The Friends serve as the designated stewards of
Lexington’s City-owned 560-acre Brushy Hills
Preserve, and its fourteen miles of trails.

Recent and active projects include:

e Restoration of the historic Entsminger
springhouse by expert masons who donated their
time and materials.

e A new and improved trail map

e Installation of 4 simple "Aldo-Leopold-style"
benches installed at trail-side locations.

e Volunteer "weed pulls”, trail timmings and water
diversions.

e Sponsored a nature walk "In Celebration of
Trees" in July, and we plan to have more such
events in the upcoming year.

e A self-guided tree walk, with signs each
identifying the tree species and featuring a QR
code linked to more information.

e Alarge informational panel for the kiosk at the
main trailhead,

e The gradual transformation of the springhouse
area into a wildflower garden.

e Annual self-guided Spring Plant and Flower
Walk, organized by the local Virginia Native Plant
Society with assistance from the Friends

e A bird walk organized by the Rockbridge Bird
Club,

e The Nasty 9 Trail Run in September.

www.friendsofbrushyhills.org

WATERSHED

Contact: John Pancake jspancake620@gmail.com
And Sandra Stuart sws.watershed@gmail.com

Our Watershed group members are actively
involved in a variety of water-related topics, from
community organizing to water monitoring to
investigating PFAS (“forever chemicals”).

Active projects include:

e PFAS: Researched and worked to alert the
public, the local farming community and
local officials to the possibility that we have
these toxic chemicals in our watershed and
have advocated for testing our wastewater
and biosolids for PFAS; the group has held
meetings, presented a webinar, and
presented at various government meetings.

e Scenic River: Members led a local
community group in efforts to secure
Virginia Scenic River status for the entire
Maury River — official as of this summer!

e  Water Monitoring of the rivers and streams
of Rockbridge for macroinvertibrates and
E.coli contamination.

e Modeling: Will present their water
monitoring methods as a model for other
groups at a meeting of the Isaak Walton
League of America this fall!
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Learn more and join us here: 0
www.rockbridgeconservation.org @
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